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The Boneless Chicken Ranch

Bioengineering has gone too far now.  I recently visited a poultry farm. This was not an ordinary chicken ranch.  It was an ultra modern facility with the sights, sounds and smells of a high tech facility – one where you might expect high quality electronics to be manufactured rather than chicken flesh.

Based on my first impression, I thought that perhaps this relative new method of raising chickens might indeed have some merits over traditional production methods, or even over free-range production.  I tried to keep an open mind.  My animal rights activist friends and I remember the experiments that backfired when we advocated that chickens were happiest when given space to roam, explore and find their own food.  To our surprise, when the ends of an experimental chicken house were opened and chickens were given the freedom to roam several acres of fenced pasture, they opted to stay near the feed and water inside the building!  When some adventuresome 20th century chicks did venture out, several were snatched from the pasture by hawks.  

But the boneless chickens were a different story.  I was totally unprepared for such a pitiful sight when we walked up on the first of thousands of boneless chicken enclosures.  There, was a sight that would have brought tears to the eyes and softened the hardest of conservative republican hearts.  Laying 1000 to a cage were the genetically engineered boneless chickens that now appear on almost every restaurant menu.  Barely an inch apart, their mushy bodies laying side by side like water balloons, these pitiful little things would break your heart as they flounced around trying to find support for they limp bodies.  Just a mass of flesh, feathers and entrails, this was the ultimate meat producing factory.  They were barely able to hold their heads up. Feed and water trays were lowered every few minutes to give these chicks their only distraction from the boredom of the cage.  

The producer made me sick as he explained the advantages of boneless chickens.  He said, “Boneless chickens take up less space, they don’t run off weight, they are easy to harvest with no chasing or netting necessary, the meat is more tender, and of course, processing is easy because there are no bones.  I can see why restaurants would find boneless chickens easy to prepare.  Dog owners can now feed leftover chicken to their pet without worry about choking from splintered bones.

 Bioengineering needs to be stopped now.  When animal bodies are altered to the extent that they have not bones to support and move their bodies, its time to put an end to the insanity!


Follow up Questions

1- Do you think bioengineering should be banned? (atleast 3 sentences)
2-  What is one reason you think bioengineering is good. (atleast 3 sentences)
3-  What is one reason you think bioengineering is bad. (atleast 3 sentences)
4-  Do you think bioengineering has been given a bad name because of poor media education? How/Why? (atleast 3 sentences)
5-  Do you think this story is true?

6-  Do you think it is possible to produce a boneless chicken breed?
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