Job Sheet : Cuttings
Introduction

Plant cuttings are one of the coolest phenomena’s that happens in the greenhouse and horticulture world.  From a simple stem you can create a magnificent plant!  It is a simple procedure to master, but all directions must be followed or you will have a shriveled up or moldy plant cutting!
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Instructions
1. Obtain a healthy mother plant you want to take cuttings from.

2. Break a 1 to 1 1/2" piece off of a new plant stem tip (axillary bud).
3. Remove off all foliage except the top 3-4 leaves.  

4. Make sure there is a node (swollen part of the stem where leaves are attached) on the cutting.

5. Insert the cutting into a moist pot or flat (we primarily use 1020 NCR seedling flats).
Misc. Notes
· The roots will come out of the nodes that are in the soil where you took off the lower leaves.

· Keep the soil moist, but don’t saturate it (flooded soils remove oxygen)

· Rooting hormone is optional.
· Do not leave the cuttings in direct sunlight, or they will transpire (water removal from plants) themselves to death while developing their root system. 
