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Using EPD’s to Select Sires
Directions:  Use a sire directory to complete this worksheet.  First, you will find the highest and the lowest EPD scores for weaning weights in beef cattle and milk production and fat content for dairy cattle.  
BEEF: Weaning Weight
1. Choose 2 breeds of beef that you would like research EPD scores for

2. Find the highest and lowest EPD scores for weaning weight

3. List the name and score for each in the boxes below
	
	Breed #1:

	Breed #2:


	Highest EPD:
	
	

	Sire’s

Name:
	
	

	Lowest EPD:
	
	

	Sire’s Name:
	
	


Note:  Remember you are not comparing breeds because each EPD score is only valid for comparison within it’s own breed.  A Charolais EPD for birthweight of 26 is not necessarily better than a Hereford’s birthweight EPD of 18 because the score is based on the breed average which will be different for Charolais and Hereford.
Dairy: 

1. Find the highest and lowest EPD scores for Holstein milk production and fat content as well as Jersey milk production and fat content.
                          Milk Production




        Fat Content
	
	Holstein
	Jersey
	
	Holstein
	Jersey

	Highest EPD:
	
	
	Highest EPD:
	
	

	Sire’s

Name:
	
	
	Sire’s Name:
	
	

	Lowest EPD:
	
	
	Lowest EPD:
	
	

	Sire’s

Name:
	
	
	Sire’s Name:
	
	


If you were trying to decide if you will raise Holstein or Jersey Cows on your dairy farm, can you compare the milk production EPD # of a Holstein to the EPD # of a Jersey to help you decide?  Why or why not?
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